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Mr. Dan Garceau

Chairman, Board of Directors

Society of American Indian Government Errployess
P.O. Box 7715

Washington, DC 20044

Cear Mr. Garceau:

Thank vou for your stier, which was received by eneil on August 13, 2009, regansing
your organization's opposition to the Frank Mochas Mura's Incated in the Ariel Rios
Building Your letter will be added 1o the public record for the ongoing consuitat.on the
US Genearal Services Admiristration (G5A) s conduecting for the devaiooment of an
interpretative program far the Arigl Ries murais.

G5SA's decision making process for treating the rurale at the Envrenmental Protoctics
Agency Headquarters building began with the initistcn of the Secticn 1068 consultarnion.
Our National Capital Regior's Hiswaric Presenvation Officer went to gréat lengths to
gather and understand the perzpectives of all interesied panies. His efforts sre
evidenced by the number of public comments received, and by the public forum and
consulting party meetings that were held over the course of the consultaiion. By goirg
through this effort, it facilitated and nformed oer decisicn making process aliowing us %o
fully sonsider the nistarical, cultural ard civil rights issues re ated to tha muarals.

As a result of the consuitation and the inpuet received, G5A ful'y recognizes and
appreciates the sensitive and complex issues and solutions tha: have been raised over
these six murals. On gre hand, G3A is resporsib'e for protacting, mlerpretirg and
making worss of art commissioned by the Federa Government accessibe i the
general public. The murals in questicn ams even more gignificant in tha? thay anc histasc
resources protected under the NHPA and were specifically commrissionad (o enhances
the architectare of the Arigl Rios Building, Armwork should not be removied simiply
pecadse it s controversial or unpepular. On the othar hand. GSA baieves that 1 shoud
be senstve to and rezpecifu of indrvid sals who may be offended by the murals.

G5A beneves, afier iis Seclion 106 consultation, that 115 & reasonab & compramise o
provide appropriate screening for the mural Sangars of the Mail given the cxcaptiaral
circurnstances surrounding th.s work, G354 s taking this step in an offer of this mural,
while at the same time fuifilling s historic preservabion ard fine arts stewardship
rasporsibilities.
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Through the public comment process GSA is fully aware and sensilive Lo the objections
the Society of American Indian Govemmert Employees (SAIGEY and others have
raised over the negative imagery of the six murals depicting Martive Amcricans, 1n an
affort to address your concerns and to meet GSA's stewardship obligations for tnhe fine
ans collection that is under its cars, we chose to instead retain the mwurals in plece a-d
develop an interpretive program.

GSA remains committed to thes effort and s cumently conducting research on the history
of the mural program and the history of depictions of halive Americans o anform e
interpretative program. We look forward to your continucc particigation in tho
consultation process and the successful completion of the interpretive program.

If you have any questions regarding the consuitation please conact Gany Parte: at
(202) 205-7TEE.

"'HEh aron ..If Banks
Acting Regional Administrator



	GSAresponse_09_1.pdf
	GSAresponse_09_2

